34                              Shen Chi-chi
In the second year of Chien Chung (781) I was appointed to
a post in the southeast and made the journey with General P'ei
Chi; Sun Cheng, the assistant prefect of the metropolitan district;
Tsui Hsu of the Board of Revenue; and Assistant Counselor Lu
Chun, who all happened to be going to that region, and also the
Counselor Chu Fang, who was on a tour of the empire. While
we loated down the Ying and crossed the Huai we spent the long
evenings in telling one another of the strange things we had heard.
When the company heard the story of Jenshih they all sighed in
wonder and amazement and said that I should preserve this remark-
able event in writing. It was at their request I wrote this record.